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Communiqué

5 September 2008, Canberra
Federal, State and Territory Housing Ministers met today in Canberra to progress a range of initiatives to help combat housing affordability, Indigenous housing, social housing and homelessness under a new National Affordable Housing Agreement.

Ministers discussed the development of the Homelessness White Paper, including the National Action Plan, which proposes three main strategies to stop people from becoming homeless:

· Prevention and early intervention strategies to stop people from becoming homeless;

· Breaking the cycle of homelessness to help people get back on their feet and into housing, jobs and education; and

· Connecting the service system by driving integration, introducing a more outcomes focused approach, and improving the quality of services.

Housing Ministers noted the progress made by the COAG Housing Working Group to develop service delivery improvements to reduce homelessness, and to address the level of overcrowded housing experienced by Indigenous people and improving social housing.

Ministers discussed the need to address overcrowding and substandard housing in remote areas and within discrete communities across Australia. The importance of land tenure reform to underpin progress on service delivery and economic development was agreed. This will ensure governments can access land in order to invest and provide services, attract private investment and to ensure that Aboriginal people can use their land for enterprise and home ownership.
The Ministers noted that the first Call for Applications for the National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) has now closed and that applications will now be assessed.  State and Territory Housing Ministers advised on the nature of their contributions, with most States and Territories providing cash contributing towards the scheme.

Ministers received an update on the consultation process towards the implementation of the Housing Affordability Fund (HAF), which has now been completed.  The results of this consultation will contribute to the final design of the Expression of Interest for proposals and the proposed assessment process.

Minister Schwarten, Chair of the Housing Ministers Conference, thanked his colleagues for a productive meeting and the great progress made so far by the COAG Housing Working Group in tackling the housing crisis.
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