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14 March 2008

CONFERENCE COMMUNIQUE

Housing and Community Services Ministers met today in a joint meeting in Melbourne to discuss a range of initiatives to tackle the housing affordability crisis currently facing many Australians.

State and Territory Ministers welcomed Commonwealth Government initiatives and commitment to improving housing outcomes across Australia, through a broad based National Affordable Housing Agreement, and are looking forward to the implementation in the coming year

Housing Ministers agreed that the objectives, performance targets and funding mechanisms for Indigenous Housing need to be reviewed and streamlined following advice from COAG on any new arrangements for specific purpose payments and agreed in principle to the inclusion of specific objectives for Indigenous Australians in a National Affordable Housing Agreement.

An agreed National Regulatory Framework will set out the regulatory requirements for the not for profit growth providers.  The framework draws on international best practice for regulating not for profit housing providers and will reduce the reporting and regulatory burden on providers operating across State and Territory borders, leading to significant savings.

The upcoming green and white papers on homelessness were discussed, along with the Commonwealth Government’s proposed consultation process.  The Ministers were supportive of the Government’s focus on homelessness and agreed to be involved in a national approach.

Minister Hargreaves, Chair of the Housing Ministers Conference thanked his State and Territory counterparts for a productive meeting and congratulated the Commonwealth Government for putting Housing and Homelessness at the top of the its list of priorities. 
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