Role of the relevant Branch/STO in the clearance of draft media releases

· Confirm the accuracy of any facts and figures. 

· Make no alterations to the document except to correct factual information. 

· Any corrections are to be made in track changes mode. 

· If staff want to discuss the format, style or structure of a release, contact the FaHCSIA Media.
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Communiqué

15 December 2008, Brisbane

Commonwealth, State and Territory Housing and Community Services Ministers met today in Brisbane to discuss implementation and progress of a range of new initiatives to help combat housing affordability, remote Indigenous housing and homelessness.
Ministers acknowledged the Council of Australian Governments’ (COAG) and acknowledged the work of the COAG Housing Working Group in the delivery of a significant package of investment for housing of nearly $10 billion.
Ministers noted that the new National Affordable Housing Agreement (NAHA) will commence on 1 January 2009 uniting all levels of Government to undertake reforms for affordable housing and homelessness under a single, overarching housing agreement.
Ministers acknowledged that the Commonwealth Government’s investment over the next five years of $6.2 billion for the NAHA and an additional $1.6 billion for three new National Partnership Agreements for social housing, homelessness and remote Indigenous housing will improve social housing outcomes for low income families, homeless people and Indigenous Australians who live in remote areas.   
Ministers discussed the development and upcoming release of the Homelessness White Paper, which sets the national agenda for tackling homelessness to 2020 and includes a comprehensive, national action plan to reduce the number of Australians who experience homelessness. 

Ministers discussed progress of the Commonwealth Government’s election commitments to address housing affordability.  Principally that:

· incentives are now being offered to build up to 4,000 new affordable rental properties across the country in the first round of the National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) and that families are expected to move into the first homes built under the NRAS by the end of 2008; 
· the first round of applications received under the $512 million Housing Affordability Fund are currently being assessed which will improve the efficiency of the housing market, and lower the cost of entry-level homes for new home buyers; 
· a revamped Commonwealth Property disposal Policy is being finalized to facilitate the release of surplus Commonwealth land for housing;
· the first report of the National Housing Supply Council is due for release in early 2009; and 
· new homes are currently being built under the “A Place to Call Home” initiative that will provide 600 new homes for homeless Australians.
Minister Schwarten, Chair of the Housing Ministers Conference, thanked his counterparts for a productive meeting and for their contributions throughout 2008 in tackling the housing crisis.
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