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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

A Housing Ministers’ Conference was held today in Brisbane between the Commonwealth Minister for Family and Community Services and State and Territory Housing Ministers.  Central to their discussions were details of the next Commonwealth State Housing Agreement.

Substantial progress was made on the terms of the next Commonwealth State Housing Agreement.

State Ministers agreed to take to their respective Cabinets a draft of the new Commonwealth State Housing Agreement for consideration.

Ministers agree that the Commonwealth State Housing Agreement was important because it promoted a national, integrated and long-term vision for housing in Australia.

State and Territory Ministers stated that the GST compensation issue would be on the agenda of the next Council of Australian Governments and still needed to be resolved before the completion of the Agreement.

Issues around affordable housing and broad directions for housing policy across the jurisdictions were also discussed.

An informative presentation on rural housing was also provided by the New Zealand Minister for Housing.
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