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Communiqué

At today’s meeting, Commonwealth, State and Territory Housing Ministers adopted a new policy of “safe, healthy and sustainable housing for Indigenous Australians”.  Implementation of the new policy, and the strategies outlined in the ten year statement, will provide better housing and housing-related infrastructure, which will lead to improved environmental health outcomes for Indigenous people. 

Ministers recognised that Indigenous housing is a major, national issue and called on all governments to adopt this as a priority until the problem is solved.

Ministers also noted the alarming levels of Indigenous homelessness. Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to work together on appropriate responses that link housing with essential community supports and encourage Indigenous involvement in shaping solutions.

State and Territory Ministers present formally apologised for any past policies and practices that caused or supported the inappropriate removal of Aboriginal children from their families. 

The Northern Territory Minister abstained from commenting on this matter, stating that past policies predate self-government.

The Commonwealth Minister expressed deep and sincere regret that Indigenous Australians suffered injustices under the practices of past generations, and for the hurt and trauma that many indigenous people continue to feel as a consequence of those practices.

Ministers agreed that considerable progress has been made since they last met on Indigenous housing issues in 1997, but acknowledged that further effort is required. This was reinforced by the Ministers’ visit to the Ntaria community, where there is a need for more houses and repairs, and upgrades to existing houses. The visit informed the Ministers decision to commit to a ten-year statement of new directions for Indigenous housing. 

Ministers agreed to focus efforts on helping Indigenous community housing organisations improve their housing management and maintenance capacity.

Environmental health remains a major concern, with life expectancy for Indigenous people 14 to 19 years below that of other Australians. Indigenous people experience much higher prevalence of infectious diseases.

Ministers noted the effectiveness of the cooperative and coordinated efforts of recent years, and the widespread consultation with Indigenous people and community groups which occurred during development of the new policy and directions for Indigenous housing.

Today, Ministers agreed to continue the joint and consultative approach to improving Indigenous housing, and endorsed the establishment of a new Indigenous housing committee, with representative from the Commonwealth and all State and Territory housing agencies, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, and the Torres Strait Regional Authority. 

The next Housing Ministers’ Conference will be held in Sydney in November 2001.

Ministers present at the meeting included the Hon. Dr Richard Lim (NT), the Hon. Peter Adamson (NT), the Hon. Amanda Vanstone (Cwth), the Hon. Philip Ruddock (Cwth), the Hon. Dr Andrew Refshauge (NSW), the Hon Bronwyn Pike (Vic), the Hon. Tom Stephens (WA), the Hon. Judy Jackson (Tas) and the Hon. Tariana Turia (NZ). In his absence, the Australian Capital Territory Minister’s support for the formal apology was also noted. On other matters Queensland, South Australia and the Australian Capital Territory were represented by their officials. 

The Hon. Dr Richard Lim MLA

Chair, Housing Ministers’ Conference. 
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